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Course Overview 

In this discussion-based course, students investigate contemporary and evolving global issues, 

building on their knowledge of World History and American History, in order to gain a better 

understanding of the varying perspectives on how the world operates today. The aim of the 

course is to inform students to engage with an increasingly interconnected global community. 

Through a variety of readings and other sources, students evaluate the impact of international 

issues on their daily lives and learn how to create change in a globalized world. Students learn 

about the relationship between globalization, a world of limited resources and the resulting 

conflicts that often emerge. Given this understanding, students will practice a variety of 

responses for affecting change, examine major challenges facing the planet, and consider the role 

that individuals can play in addressing them. 

Skills 

Skills developed through the course will include historical comprehension, understanding 

causality, and analysis and evaluation of events. Students will also learn and practice more 

broadly applicable skills such as research; recognizing and understanding bias; issues analysis 

and civic decision-making; fostering civic competence; interpreting maps, charts and graphs; and 

effectively supporting ideas in both writing and discussion. 

Course Topics: 

The U.S. in an Evolving Globalized Economy 

The U.S. economy has been increasingly shaped by an integrated global economy. What are the 

forces shaping this new era of ‘globalization’? What does it mean for people in the United States 

and around the world? What role does trade policy play and what policies should the U.S. 

embrace in response to this revolution in the global economy? 

Global Wealth & Poverty 

Ours is a world of unprecedented wealth and abundance amidst equally staggering poverty. Why 

is this the case and how can individuals, institutions and governments promote a more equitable 

world? Students will look at explanations for why some countries in the developing world have 

made progress in combatting poverty while others have been left behind. We will also explore 

the role of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in helping those left behind. 
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Resources and Sustainability 

Two of the most basic resources on which a growing human population depends are energy and 

food. How do we procure these resources in the modern, industrial world and how might our 

relationship to them change in the future? Students will look at the creation of industrial scale 

farming in the Western world and at alternative models for sustainable food production. They 

will also explore our dependence on fossil fuels for energy and agriculture, and at alternative 

energy options as the world confronts the onset of climate change. 

Is the Global Future Democratic? 

Around the world, including in ‘stable’ developed democracies, we are witnessing an 

undermining of faith in democratic institutions. What forces are shaping this crisis in confidence, 

and what are implications for the global future? 

Reflections on World Problems 

The goal of this culminating unit is to survey a broad spectrum of issues in the world today, 

analyze them through the lens of this course -- economics, resources, conflict -- and recommend 

action steps to resolving these issues. Students accomplish this through presentations of their 

own research papers, group discussion and personal reflection. 

 

Assessments and Late Policy 

Homework will be posted on my website. There are a variety of assessments in this class 

including but not limited to quizzes on readings, scored oral discussions, presentations, unit 

exams, and written assessments. Additionally, students will complete a 4-6 page research paper 

(details forthcoming). In sum, expect to read and prepare materials for most class sessions, in 

addition to completing writing assessments that occur in-class or are assigned as homework. 

Late work can earn no more than half the possible points (except in cases of excused absences) 

unless the student has spoken with me at least one day in advance and under special 

circumstances. No work will be accepted more than one week after its due date (again, unless 

there are excused absences). Quizzes and exams given during excused absences must be made up 

before or after school no later than one week after the student's return. If you know you will be 

missing classes, talk with me and we can come up with a plan so that you can remain as up-to-

date as possible. 

 

 

 



Grading Scale – the following scale will be used: 

A = 93–100% C+ = 77–79.9% 

A– = 90–92.9% C = 73–76.9% 

B+ = 87–89.9% C– = 70–72.9% 

B = 83–86.9% D+ = 67–69.9% 

B– = 80–82.9% D = 60–66.9% 

F = 59.9% and below 

Class Expectations 

· You must treat every person with courtesy and respect. Be thoughtful and sensitive when you 

listen and respond to each other’s discussion, comments, viewpoints, and work. 

· Students will be prepared for class and participate in all activities. All students will be expected 

to have relevant materials and equipment when class begins. 

· Students will be prompt and responsible regarding attendance and assignments. Missing 

assignments, absenteeism and tardiness will have an adverse effect on grades. 

Academic Honesty 

Academic honesty is highly valued at BHS. Students should not cheat, nor should they tolerate 

cheatng among fellow students. Therefore, students do not receive credit for work that is not 

their own. Disciplinary sanctions will be administered for cheating on any school assignment or 

plagiarism, or the use of material produced by someone else without acknowledging its source. 

Cheating is defined as an attempt to earn credit or receive a grade for coursework in a manner 

other than defined as acceptable by the teacher. Because of the serious nature of academic 

honesty, violations of this code will result in loss of credit for an assignment with a recorded 

failing grade. The consequences for additional academic dishonesty may also entail loss of credit 

for the course with a recorded failing grade, removal from the course with a failing grade, and/ or 

additional appropriate disciplinary action. 

Sensitive Materials 

There are times in the course of social studies classes when sensitive materials will be shown to 

students. These materials may include nudity (indigenous people, war), violence (war, civil 

unrest, etc.), extreme poverty, and some written/video material with potentially objectionable 

language. You may choose to not view them. You will be given different materials to incorporate 

the same information. When very sensitive materials are to be shown in the class, letters will be 

sent home to parents. 


